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Providing assistance to companies
on customs matters




THE CHALLENGES

The unstoppable advance of globalisation and ensuing

growth in international trade have reinforced the already

important role played by the customs authorities. European

Union and national customs regulations are becoming

increasingly complex and are often poorly controlled by

companies. Customs & international trade law covers a

variety of areas:

— Protecting national borders

— Customs duty and VAT, indirect duties and quasi-taxes,
antidumping duties

— Enforcing health and environmental regulations

— Protecting industry against counterfeiting

— Taxing products subject to excise duty (alcohol, tobacco
and oil products)

— Customs and environmental taxation.

Although customs law is tending to become more

accommodating, infringements can nonetheless lead

to severe penalties.

OUR PRACTICE AREAS

We advise and assist our clients in the following areas:

— European Union commercial policies: antidumping
regulations, tariff suspension, etc.

— Trading with non-European Union countries: preferential
relationships, ordinary law relationships

— Calculating customs liability (origin of goods, customs value,

tariff classification)

— Intra-group liabilities (customs value based on transfer
pricing)

— Choice of suspensive regime for imports or exports

— Handling customs disputes and settlements, proceedings
with the customs authorities in France and other legal
jurisdictions

— Circulation of products subject to excise tax

— Other taxes charged by the customs authorities (general tax

on polluting activities, assay duty on precious metals, heavy
goods vehicle import duty, etc.).
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OUR APPROACH

— Established expertise recognised as being
authoritative
Our team is recognised as being one of the leaders
on the market by clients and ranking guides.

— Wide-ranging services
We anticipate clients’ needs by providing them
with advice on their policies in all areas covered by
the Customs Authorities or by carrying out audits
of their customs practices.
We provide support to clients in the scope
of their customs-related litigation, customs taxation
(tax on polluting activities), indirect taxation at
all stages of the proceedings (objections to collection
notices, settlement agreements, court proceedings, specific
commissions — Litigation Committee, Conciliation and
Customs Expertise Commission, etc.).

— Maximum availability
We provide maximum availability and personalised
monitoring of their project with a view to improving our
ability to meet clients’ expectations.

OUR CLIENTS

We provide advice to all types of companies carrying on
international commercial operations (imports, exports, etc.)
ranging from SMEs to large groups in very varied business
sectors including spirits, textiles, high technology products,
waste or pharmaceutics.




OUR TEAM

A team of specialists in Customs and Customs Taxation coordinated by three partners.

i

Olivier Benoit Nathalie Petrignet Denis Redon
Tel. : +33(0) 1 47 38 56 56 Tel. : +33(0) 1 47 38 56 28 Tel. : +33 (0) 1 47 38 56 32

Fax : +33(0) 147 3842 20 Fax : +33(0) 1 47 3842 20 Fax : +33(0) 1 47 38 42 20
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Fax : +33(0) 147 38 42 20 Fax : +33(0) 147 38 42 20
Email : charles-henri.boiseau@cms-bfl.com  Email : stephane.chasseloup@cms-bfl.com




CMS BUREAU FRANCIS LEFEBVRE IN BRIEF...

With more than 80 years of experience, CMS Bureau Francis Lefebvre is in the very highest tier of commercial
law firms in France. It has long been established as the benchmark in tax, legal and employment matters,

on the basis of its practice in those areas.

Our general offer covers all areas of corporate law and is based on synergies of expertise. In this respect,
each department takes advantage of the firm’s expertise and can form multi-disciplinary teams based on

the specific requirements of each project comprised of the best specialists in the various areas of law.

... AND IN FIGURES

— 750 employees

— 450 lawyers including 91 partners

— Member of CMS, the network of 9 major independent European law firms providing businesses
with legal and tax services across Europe and beyond. Operating in 47 business centres around the world,
CMS has over 773 partners, more than 2,800 legal and tax advisers and a total complement of
over 5,000 staff.

CMS Bureau Francis Lefebvre, 1-3 villa Emile Bergerat, 92522 Neuilly-sur-Seine Cedex, France
T +33 147385500 -F +33 147 38 55 55 - info@cms-bfl.com - www.cms-bfl.com

CMS Bureau Francis Lefebvre is a member of CMS, the organisation of 9 major independent European law firms providing businesses with legal and
tax services across Europe and beyond. Operating in 47 business centres around the world, CMS has over 773 partners, more than 2,800 legal and tax
advisers and a total complement of over 5,000 staff.

CMS member firms: CMS Adonnino Ascoli & Cavasola Scamoni (ltaly); CMS Albifana & Suarez de Lezo S.L.P. (Spain); CMS Bureau Francis Lefebvre
(France); CMS Cameron McKenna LLP (UK); CMS DeBacker (Belgium); CMS Derks Star Busmann (Netherlands); CMS von Erlach Henrici Ltd. (Switzerland);
CMS Hasche Sigle (Germany) and CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz Rechtsanwalte GmbH (Austria).

CMS member firms’ offices and associated offices worldwide: Amsterdam, Berlin, Brussels, London, Madrid, Paris, Rome, Vienna, Zurich,
Aberdeen, Algiers, Antwerp, Arnhem, Beijing, Belgrade, Bratislava, Bristol, Bucharest, Budapest, Buenos Aires, Casablanca, Cologne, Dresden,
Dusseldorf, Edinburgh, Frankfurt, Hamburg, Kyiv, Leipzig, Ljubljana, Lyon, Marbella, Milan, Montevideo, Moscow, Munich, Prague, Sao Paulo, Sarajevo,
Seville, Shanghai, Sofia, Strasbourg, Stuttgart, Utrecht, Warsaw and Zagreb.



